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Please Save the Date!
12th Annual AVP California Fall Gathering: 
October 20-22 in Cambria   

Don’t miss this year’s AVP Cali-
fornia Gathering at beautiful 
Camp Ocean Pines in Cam-

bria  featuring ocean views, great 
food, fun, fellowship, and opportu-
nities for learning, inspiration and 
renewal.   The theme of this year’s 
Gathering is “Affirming Ourselves, 
Affirming Others.” 

AVP/CA is rejoicing in the signifi-
cant number of our inside facilita-
tors who are getting out of prison 

and are helping to strengthen the 
AVP program in our communities. 
In their honor, the 2016 Annual Fa-
cilitators’ Gathering was billed as 
a “welcome home” celebration and 
18 previously incarcerated citizens 
participated, making for one of 
our most diverse, enthusiastic, and 
successful Gatherings ever.  We’re 
looking forward to even more re-
turned citizens participating in this 
year’s Gathering. 

An Inside Lead Elects to Stay at Level 
Three for AVP
By Anchored Alice Waco 

Eddie Sciosciole has worked 
with me for many years as a 
facilitator and Team Coordina-

tor. He also serves as a clerk in 
the education building. He has as-
sumed many roles while in prison 
and surprises us each time when 
we arrive for a workshop with 
the classroom ready for us--not an 
easy job. He also is responsible for 
keeping data and preparing teams. 

Then there are other experiences 
that keep him involved, like his 
spiritual life through the church. Ed-
die owns his AVP values and lets 
anyone know what works for him 
to live a principled life. He is “Mr. 
AVP”, so real and fun to facilitate 
with. 

Eddie is past ready to move from 

CDCR level three to level two which 
means he has changed to the bet-
ter and may live in a less restrictive 
setting.  But last year he chose to 
stay at level three to ensure that the 
AVP program continues smoothly 
and now he is considering doing 
it again to support AVP’s new out-
side prison coordinator.  I do know 
there were other unfinished projects 
that Eddie is involved in. 

After 12 years I leave CCC Las-
sen prison in good hands and am 
so grateful to have gleaned so 
much wisdom from all the people I 
worked with during this time. I am 
aware of the many incarcerated 
who have returned to their outside 
citizenship and are living successful 
and loving lives.  In solidarity with 
all of them, I move on.

Farewell to 
Bodacious Bob
By Joyful Joyce Banzhaf

At the end of May, shortly after 
his 91st birthday, Bodacious 
Bob Barns will be relocating to 
Australia and plans to be there 
permanently. 

For the many of you who have 
facilitated with him, Bob Barns 
needs no introduction.  Bob is a 
Quaker and a longtime member 
of Grass Valley Friends Meeting.  
In 1993 he went to an annual 
weeklong Quaker gathering, 
Friends General Conference.  He 
looked over the various workshops 
offered and did not see much of 
interest.  He finally decided to 
attend the AVP workshop and says, 
“By the second morning, I was 
hooked!”

Returned citizens at 2016 
Cambria Gathering
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Bob began facilitating in San 
Quentin and after much effort 
he convinced the warden 
of Old Folsom to allow the 
program to begin there and it 
ran from 1997 to 2001.  Over 
the years Bob has facilitated 
workshops at many prisons in 
California (including CMC, Hi 
Desert, Susanville, Centinela, 
Ironwood and others.  He has 
also facilitated workshops in 
other states and in Canada, 
Cuba, Wales, Jordan, Nigeria, 
Rwanda, Australia, India, 
Uganda (to name a few).

In 1999 or 2000, he 
responded to a request on 
an AVP listserv to go to New 
Delhi, India and there he met 
Giri, who had also responded 
to that request from her 
home in Australia, and their 
friendship blossomed into love.  
He will be joining Giri and her 
family and community for his 
new life there.  

Bob inspired me whenever he 
talked about AVP and I am 
sure he inspired many of you.  
Bob would often speak out in 
Quaker Meeting for Worship, 
letting us know he experienced 
the presence of God more in 
prison than in any religious 
gathering.

...continued from Page 1, 
Farewell to Bodacious Bob Bodacious Bob’s Letter to AVP USA

To All You Lovely People,
 
It is with both sadness and the memories of multiple times 
in multiple places I write.  Sadness of having contracted 
emphysema  and accepting there is no way out of that 
alive.  Such is life: If you have been born, so will you die. 
There is nothing “wrong” about death: it is an integral part of 
living.  For me it s another adventure to be taken on, like the 
series of unknowns when I first entered San Quentin Prison, 
having never been even close-by such a place, having never 
crossed paths with a convict or an ex-convict, no concept of 
what prisoners and officers would be like.  So I put on my hat of 
“What can you and I do together to meet our  common goals?” 
and went ahead.  
 
And that opened a flood of riches for me!  To be showered with 
the honor being present of those changes that many workshop 
participants showed is completely beyond my ability to find 
suitable words. To work with and learn from these AVP people 
both inside and outside the walls has been a privilege I never 
dreamed of.  But here it was! I have no idea I could possibility 
top that.  
 
And so now I say “Thank you! Thank you! Thank you!”    
 
I wish I could be at the Annual meeting, but I must move on:  As 
you celebrate your togetherness I will be 35,000 feet above the 
Pacific, headed for Perth, Australia where my family will be my 
caretakers until the light goes out.  
 
It has been an extraordinary pleasure knowing you.    
 
Bodacious Bob Barns 
May 24, 2017

AVP



AVP California Outreach Project Update
By Present Pat Hardy  

Outreach Coordinators 
in Fresno, Chico, Palm 
Desert, and Stockton—

who together serve a total of five 
prisons--have moved us closer 
to the dream of bringing AVP 
into every CDCR prison.  These 
community organizers have 
increased the diversity of AVP 
outside volunteers and begun to 
develop sustainable local AVP 
Councils in their areas. 

Irene Serrano, a former com-
munity organizer, reached far 
and wide into the greater Fresno 
community to develop a Coun-
cil there.  Justin Lin became a 
sought after public speaker in 
Chico and surrounding areas 
and developed an effective 
recordkeeping system to keep 
track of outreach work across 
the state. Justin also established 
an AVP internship program with 
California colleges and universi-
ties. 

 Irene’s and Justin’s work re-
sulted in new Councils support-
ing workshops in Corcoran State 
Prison and High Desert State 
Prison, respectively.  Justin has 

moved on to explore his passion 
for international work.  Fortu-
nately, we saved enough money 
from the High Desert grant to 
hire returned citizen Kesha 
Haynie to continue to develop 
the efficacy of AVP outreach in 
Butte County.

Stephanie Charbonneau brought 
strong contacts in Stockton and 
past research with CDCR to her 
work at Mule Creek State Prison 
in Ione. She has developed a lo-
cal Council and opened a new 
prison program while establish 
regular workshops in the com-
munity.

Coordinator Jeff Perrotte left us 
in January, but we were blessed 
when Suzy Clarke stepped up 
to complete the task he started 
of developing a local volunteer 
corps to serve the Blythe area 
AVP prison programs at Chucka-
walla Valley and Ironwood State 
prisons.  

When the end date of Michele 
Hansen’s CDCR grant was 
reached she left us to support 
parents struggling with childrear-

ing issues.  We’re grateful for 
her work in bringing AVP to 
Corcoran Prison. Outreach Pro-
gram Director Pat Hardy is cur-
rently working with a new volun-
teer to restart the program there.

For the third year in a row AVP 
California received grants from 
the California Department of 
Corrections and Rehabilitation 
(CDCR).  The new grants will 
support AVP outreach work at 
three prisons for three years. 
With Stephanie Charbonneau 
continuing with Mule Creek 
prison, new  coordinators Cathy 
Salinas Clark and Willie Nichols 
III working with North Kern State 
prison and Wasco State Prison 
respectively, we’re moving closer 
to the dream of establishing 
self-sustaining local AVP Coun-
cils to work in un-served and 
underserved San Joaquin Valley 
prisons.

Thanks to the support of so many 
volunteers and the trust of the 
Steering Committee, this is be-
coming a program to keep on 
keeping on...

Outreach Coordinators and 
Team: Left to right: (Back): J.P. 
Herrada, Pat Hardy, Stephanie 
Charbonneau, Willie Nichols 
III,  Leila Srouji , Al Garza, Ann 
Boone, Cathy Salinas Clark.  
(Front): Justin Lin, Kesha Haynie, 
Diana Couch.
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Seeing With the Eye of the Heart 
By Smiling Sue Torrey  

I went to the prison to mentor an apprentice team 
coordinator.  I had facilitated with him before 
and he was enthusiastic and clearly loved AVP.  

He had been mentored by two experienced inside 
facilitators who were positive about his abilities.  
But another mentor, who is like me, a “free 
staff” outside volunteer, had expressed serious 
reservations about his capacity to be a team 
coordinator.  In the light of that concern I felt some 
anxiety entering my role as his mentor.

At the beginning of the workshop my apprentice 
shared that he had suffered brain damage that left 
him with memory and listening problems.  During 
the first day I noted several times when I felt that 
his approach did not “get it right.”   I also noted 
his resistance to hearing my suggestions and his 
tendency to takeover the post exercise processing 
from other facilitators leading an exercise.

At the end of the day I shared some of my 
concerns with him.  I could see that he was upset 
and it became difficult to get across what I wanted 
him to hear.  I lay awake much of that night 
trying to plan how to proceed in the rest of the 
workshop.

The next morning during a break he took me aside 
and said that one of my suggestions had been 

helpful but that he disagreed with others. 

 As the day went on, I was present to the growth 
and the depth of sharing and honesty in the 
group, the “AVP magic” that creates loving 
community.  I gradually became aware of my 
apprentice’s deep commitment and passion for 
AVP.  This, coupled with his honesty and disclosure 
about his own limitations, set the tone for much of 
that magic to happen.  It began to dawn on me 
that he brought gifts that far outweighed any times 
he didn’t “get it right.”

At the end of the day he shared with me his 
perception that I could be a “little bit of a bully”.  
He said, “You are so sure of yourself and speak 
with such authority that it is intimidating.”

As I write this, I am still moved to tears by the 
transformative experience of thinking that I was 
the mentor, when, in truth, I was being mentored.

I used to tell my children, “You can be absolutely 
right and still be wrong.”  I learned that lesson 
again in this workshop.  We can be so caught up 
in what is “right” that we may lose the beautiful 
and intimate human connection that draws us 
again and again to the experience of AVP.

Is What You’re Doing an AVP Workshop?   
The Joint Education Best Practices Team of AVP International and AVP USA has developed a 43 page 
booklet called Is What You’re Doing an AVP Workshop? The Core Elements of AVP Workshops.   Your 
initial feedback and input is invited by June 30 2017.

 To get a copy of the file visit http://avp.international/best-practices-workshop-elements/ and download 
the pdf file.  Please send comments to: bestpractices@avp.international

 AVP groups are invited to distribute this access information widely among facilitators.  
But please do not post this booklet version on AVP websites because this version is for 
consultation and not yet ready for public viewing.

AVP

http://avp.international/best-practices-workshop-elements/
mailto:bestpractices@avp.international
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New! AVP California Guidelines on 
Relationships in Workshops

AVP California is committed 
to reducing the level of 
unresolved conflict in 

our lives and the lives of those 
around us, and is built upon 
the principles of respect and 
caring for ourselves, and others.  
To ensure that our workshops 
are conducted in a manner 
that is consistent with these 
principles the AVP California 
Steering Committee has 
developed conduct guidelines 
regarding sexual harassment 
and relationships within our 
workshops.  

The guidelines should be 
discussed at the beginning of a 
workshop in the team meeting.  
Any behavior not in accordance 
with the guidelines should 
immediately be brought to the 
attention of the team coordinator 
or any facilitator, who has a 
responsibility to respond with 
appropriate seriousness and 
to follow up as necessary. [link 
to document]  Please contact 
any member of the Steering 
Committee if you have questions 
about the guidelines.

Marked Increase 
in Number of 
2016 Workshops
Adapted from the CLARG Report 
submitted by Awesome Ann 
Leonard
AVP Facilitators across 
California completed 481 
workshops in 2016 compared 
to 393 in 2015, an increase 
of 22%.  The numbers of both 
inside and outside facilitators 
rose as well, by 12 percent 
(from 636 to 710) and 
23 percent (198 to 245), 
respectively.    AVP workshops 
were brought to two new state 
prisons and returned to the 
federal prison in Lompoc after 
an almost 20 year absence.  
The complete report contains 
a great deal more information.  
Click here to access the whole 
report.  Click here to access 
the whole report.

AVP California Steering Committee
Joyce Banzhaf      joycebanzhaf@yahoo.com 
Karen Brower     slobrower@gmail.com 
Steve Gelb            konshin.gelb@gmail.com 
Stacy Hughes       hughes.sta@gmail.com 
Ann Leonard       aleonard723@gmail.com 
Steve Lomas        stevelomas47@gmail.com 
Stephen Matchett   peacewithoutend@sbc.global.net  
Sue Torrey            sjtorrey@charter.net 
Gori Urling         gurlv@live.com 
Nancy Vimla         vimlanan@gmail.com

Newsletter Seeks 
Contributions 
and Input
The AVP California Newsletter 
currently appears twice a year 
and is edited by Smiling Steve 
Gelb konshin.gelb@mail.com with 
assistance from Caring Karen 
Brower slobrower@gmail..com 
and Smiling Sue Torrey sjtorrey@
charter.net   Please contact any 
of us with suggestions and/or 
feedback.  We welcome your 
contributions that focus on AVP 
activity around the state.
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